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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the reasons for the reluctance of basic education graduates to pursue
technical education and its challenges in the city of Ajdabiya, Libya, through a field study
comparing enrollment rates of graduates in technical education versus university education. The
study used descriptive analytical and comparative approaches, with a sample consisting of 300
male and female basic education graduates and 10 officials from technical and university
education institutions in the city. Data was collected using a questionnaire directed to graduates
and personal interviews with officials.

The results showed a clear reluctance among basic education graduates to enroll in technical
education institutions in Ajdabiya with 62.7% enrolling in university education institutions
compared to 37.3% in technical education institutions. The results also showed that this
phenomenon is more pronounced among females compared to males. The study revealed that
social and cultural factors play the largest role in this reluctance, followed by educational and
institutional factors, then economic factors.

The most prominent social and cultural reasons include: the inferior manual crafts and family
influence in directing children towards and educational programs not keeping pace with
technological developments. The most prominent economic reasons include: incentives to enroll
in technical education.

The study also revealed significant challenges facing technical education in Ajdabiya, most
importantly: weak funding allocated to technical education institutions poor infrastructure and
equipment, and the small number of qualified teachers and trainers.

In light of these results the study presented a set of recommendations for educational authorities
the local community and the labor market, most importantly: developing infrastructure and
equipment in technical ~ guidance and counseling in basic education changing the inferior social
perception of technical education, providing job opportunities for technical education graduates
and improving salaries and wages in technical professions.

Keywords: Technical education, student reluctance, basic education, Ajdabiya city, Libya.
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