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Abstract

There is growing interest in biophilic design as a tool for improving mental health; however,
studies in the Arab residential context remain limited, and Libya bears a significant mental
health burden with scarce research linking residential design to psychological outcomes. This
study aimed to evaluate the impact of residential biophilic interior design on mental health
(depression, anxiety, stress) and residential satisfaction, while testing the mediating roles of
psychological restoration and residential satisfaction. A comparative cross-sectional study
using Post-Occupancy Evaluation (POE) was conducted with 250 participants (92.6% response
rate) from Greater Tripoli, Libya. Instruments included the adapted Arabic version of
Browning's 14 Patterns, the DASS-21, the Perceived Restorativeness Scale (PRS), and a
residential satisfaction scale. Data were analyzed using PLS-SEM with MICOM for multi-
group comparison, revealing acceptable model fit indices (SRMR = 0.061, NFI =0.91). Results
showed that the mean Biophilic Design Index (BDI) was 3.18 out of 5 (63.6%), indicating a
moderate level, with the model explaining substantial variance (R* for depression = 0.43,
anxiety = 0.39, stress = 0.47). Biophilic design strongly predicted psychological restoration (3
=0.69, p <0.001) and residential satisfaction ( = 0.63, p < 0.001), and high-biophilic homes
were associated with approximately 30% lower mean depression scores, with visual connection
with nature emerging as the strongest individual predictor (B = 0.46). The findings indicate that
residential biophilic interior design is strongly associated with improved mental health and
increased residential satisfaction in the Libyan context, and the study recommends integrating
biophilic design standards into housing policies while offering the adapted Arabic version of
Browning's tool as a valid research instrument for use in Arab contexts.

Keywords: Biophilic Design, Mental Health, DASS-21, Post-Occupancy Evaluation, Tripoli,
Residential Satisfaction, PLS-SEM.
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o L U T30 Gloaly Sl Lol 5 il laia¥) (g SIS O (8 Jsall) il < jgli

P <0.05).xic Lilas) 35 bl e < i) anen) dpndil) dnall 5 (5 snll aranaill (8l
(Bootstrapping)ahbu sl Julad ailii :(8) J g

iLlaglle 5 P-value %95 48 Juali  (B)dluall ye Ll bl e )
hx»  <0.001 [-0.38,-0.18] -0.28 BD — PR — Mental Health
Lx o 0.012 [-0.26,-0.06] -0.16 BD — RS — Mental Health

(MGA)s235al) cile ganall Jilais MICOM ki 11.4
Sl 3Ly 3885 MGA. ¢)a) 8 MICOM (Henseler et al., 2016) la) Guks o
=S Bl 38a5 e gaaall 23 saill il jdise (i 235 e (Configural Invariance)
Juial dad ae () 0.998 LliLY) Jaae &l Cus(Compositional Invariance)
BLadY) Jsd o5 el e 2l (BLadY) X Lee dbilbas) Al e (Permutation p) = 0.61
Odie sanall 43 )3 MGA ¢l ab g Los ¢ bl J5all
(Cohen's d)_£ asa as (High vs Low BD) (s saaall 45 e 1(9) Jsaad)

Cohen'sd P-value 3.4 830 BD (aidia 83%0 BD padi» BTN
pS-hugie 072 <0.001 225 8.4 5.9 Lisy)
Lugis 0.65 <0.001  -2.3 7.1 4.8 (Gt
»< 0.81 <0.001 -2.8 9.0 6.2 S
Lusis 0.68 <0.001 +0.97 3.18 4.15 ASadlla)l
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(Aaedll) Baia) o W iU (389 14 5 gaad) avasa) Laladl cus ) Z\.pjm i 12.4

Lpnddl) Balaia) o W il 38 (5 gaad) ananat) Jaladf casi 5 2(10) o)
(B)oAE Jalaa (Pattern)kell 4—.“)“
0.46 (Visual Connection)Aaphll 5 padl Juasy) 1
0.39 (Dynamic Light) Sl ¢ suall 2
0.34 (Natural Ventilation)iwuhll 4 sl 3
0.31 (Prospect)_ skaiall 4
0.28 (Material Connection)izaxukll ) sall 5
0.26 (Refuge)lald) 6
0.23 (Non-Visual Connection)s =il e Juaiy) 7
0.22 (Thermal Variability)g o~ & sl 8
0.20 (Biomorphic Forms)is sasll JISY) 9
0.19 (Spaciousness)g Ll (ulua! 10
0.19 (Complexity & Order)aUaill 5 2a3l) 11
0.18 (Mystery)ua s<all 12
0.14 (Risk/Peril)3ia¥) 5_alaall 13
0.12 (Presence of Water)slell 252 14
IR RN (R

(H1 Hz)@s....d\ Laa g Adil) Batasia) S sl asaall) Al dddlia 1.5
aranaill [ g8 1 s Lial chaa 5 15 <0080 3 Obeidat et al. (2025) A 2 g dniiill 028 (345
o daally Al i) of 555 Al (ART) obi) salacid 4 500 aa g ¢ Sl Lia )l e (g 5l
Zhang et al. 4 )2 xe 385 WS (Kaplan & Kaplan, 1989). 4 jaall <l jasl) aatindi duaglal)
Aaally Sl aveaill LIBA (e day g 3 gt 1 AV o Al salain¥) o ST 31(2025)
a5 Al 5 (2023 ¢ pams Al 43S) Jath bl s Gl e o) il il all e calias
ALl Ay sl Bl 8 5T 55 Ll YUY s selial) Jie Ualail o 2S5 Las ccimaal 1,30
Igan JSYI o (OBl g o puall o pui€) 2 pall pualiall (ol (ol Bland) 3 D janidi S
B3l Al o Apsalll jualially A5 jlia Ly o liainadU J81 US) ) Taga callaii 5 A sall sLial)
HS) ) (H3 daudil) daal) o Al L )l g dpudil) Salaia) 5l 4S8l 2.5
Ay el i) of 55 Al (SRT; Ulrich, 1991) isill (e Alaill 4 ylas ae dagiil) oda (3855
O by Al Galster & Hesser (1981) 4wl )3 ga g chariall dpa ol gruadl) Clilatal) (i
Gaa s Sl Meliouh et al. (2023) 4wl s ae G5 WS QLESY) Gl jef (alias) 5 oS La )l
Aaadll daiall e ey lee dela¥ly Asell guay Al
(B = -LESYL A e (B = -0.51) 689 0S sl o il ¢ 00 paa s e Liliddg
S5l gmandl Sleadl o Yl i el Al o ) ey Lee ¢ (B = -0.37)318150.42)
Ada e L) oalel ) p> ol Js s
Sl A pad) sl s () Gua dualal) Al 5 3 SV Alaiul) ga il ol i paudl (Sayg
Il a3 LS5 Qs L e s J 3 i sSU Al i3 4 51 sl
Al gll e dpudlll dasall o (g gaal) aranail) yili dddla 3.5
aranaill o iy 138 Lo e Uaang 1) 50 glaly Sl Lia 1 g Al salaias) (off gl < jelil
Dol @y Al paadd dplag) ddla Gl Jy cdadd B pdle dpudll) dasall Guesy Y (g sl
Al Aladl e Gl (uSaiy LaadS 5 ¢ oSall a1 ansiil) e a5 el iud) 138 5 cela il
&=s" (Person-Environment Fit; Lewin, 1936) &aull jadill e M #3 50t aa (38 55 128
Oe Al A e Anlag) jeliall 3iat 4 pall clinll Gl xSl 3l Xing et al. (2025) 4wl a
A\Lsmjl\ L"_\\,)F}“
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(High vs Low)s saxal) 43 18a 438050 4.5
(Cohen's d = aS () b sia )l aas e sl g QUESY) Gial e 8 Al sl 5580
Canaa gl 38 5 Dpudill oal e W) 8% gale Galiaily g Al apeail) s o 10.65-0.81)
Ghandaa) s Al Gaall 84Sl Al o (Al-Mansour & Al-Hajj, 2024) @aadl cilad )
MMMJSJ\L@_\MMW cc‘).\.\S‘\_\M
A Al clipiiall (g g8 AdBla 5.5
sls Y s Melie ol i W ol S (e s HS(B = 0.46) daphally g sl Juad) 5
gyl @YOLY! e S Al ol g lenal) Gl ae ilaly 13 il &) e e
e O G Lee Al Al 8 (B = 0.39) ASaelinll selial) Caela 5 da gidall Cilgal 5l
(B= stall 3529 OIS il b Apn o) gl delidl g o sall S Y1 akiiy o sl DA el ¢ guall
8 s sl 1500 Lega o conate e Lagd () <L, JBY1 (B = 0.14) 4aa¥1 55kl 50.12)
Ageglall o) gall aladiul 493 gane 2gad 2B o Bl il byl gl B8 o) ) edy Lea i)
sl o gl A ) ddlia) ccapladil] g o liall CallSs o L)) 5 dpabaél <l liie) ) oball pualic
Aaiadie At Glul jo ediw e ga g eialy
45 iall Y 6.5
Al Ay Yl
(To the best of @)’d\ (J\;d\j Ll uﬁ LAJY\ Silal Hall ana 22h gr‘n i) Hal) ol PRUCI
(ART) sli¥) saleiasl 5y ki daua e 8 L 523 S cthe authors' knowledge)
4 Sy pal 3 (o 3 Bl e il Al y (S Bl (3 (SRT) sl e ilaill
Al il Hall adaas
Lzl — Al 3alaina¥) «— (5 sl aranaill) Judusiall Japs gl 23 gaill o gl S35
Al Al Jay 55 ) Al LIV agdl pellica (g paadli 3 5 s (Annadil) daiall KU
) Gadill ale Jlae 8 4 Hhail) Lol o 5 Laa dliall daially
e A,V ) o daladl (e A8SA Ay jal) Aaill Ay yia Sl Gailiadd) e 3iadll agasd o
Oo Il Lea dalifine bl )3 (A Lgalatind Gopal) ofialll (S 4853 e diay 3101 53 3
) Aaliall 8 Gl ¢l ol 35 gadl)

) Lleal) UYL
seliayl s Apmpdall CYSUYI 3y il Al araatll 3 360 6Y) 0 6SE O Canr Onaanaall
e el st Sy RIS 8 1 8 Y jualiall LY cRadaliiall 4 gl 5 ASoaliall

3BalS Ay Jlere sl aladinl g e JS5 M) 5ill 4 53
Aaaall 4 5 3101 () 555 O Sy A8 aanall 33 s Cpand o ) gl iy I8N plial
Ol 8 (Cald) (KLY 5 ) 5 5) Ae sSall clgall Hlan o8 (UMl diaddie A8 Aalal)
3l sall aladial sty o Sl oLl il ) 8 4 el 5 dpmgall 3eliaBl oY) aal) e
Adadll daplall
A gill 5 ¢ naiil) 23l 3 aclise Jala€ Adalal) Al 1) Slil) Sy Cmmadil) (e jlaall
ALY 5 Gl (e ) ilay Al (e sell dpaBle Adad (e ¢ JaS el (paay
Ayl 29an 7.5
) i vie eV 8 WaAT sy ) g Al Las sasy Al pall s2a S
U arand (e any 38 Laa oSl i)k A el all < il B jdad) asatl) ]
Aabiaall 48E 5 4y larall ailiadd) cld g Hl ghlid) o Ll el L e
e Las ¢ (Cross Sectlona])‘;w.bs.o prasal e M\J.ﬂ\ Gadde s u.a.h&.d\ e.m.«a.d\
"oyt )" Haaad KIPAREN Py SHA A Hlad) ) el cudfy Y 4\_155} a5l g_a\LLUJY\ .A.:.A;.u
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Laa ¢ (Se]f_Report)z\:ﬁ\ﬁ Glladid ) Al Ul coatil; g:l\..ﬂ\ Al u-‘ﬁ el 3
ol e clgia Julal i ial eI a8 8 Aallaal) ol e Laia W) e ) < 3ol Lpia jay 38
AR ge 4y Hlire il 2l aladial (e
il dasall e 5 3 pall doa Al A0l Jal sall Al ol J ol al; dga JAL) Al Jal gadl 4
éla\_m]\ (e USL»AAM k_a‘)ﬂ }\ c@‘)&\ c\}@l\ EJ};J ML.:;.A]\ ;LA}A\ k_ﬂ_i..}m d.m
DRI el e Jeli a8l s dalall o) uadl
Cilua gill g DAY 6
iadi 1.6
dgudill daall Gty 1 el )l dai A0Sl A a0l cile ] 8l (5 gaall ) o ) lial] s
& padll Juai¥) ae) | aalll GBlaaall b Sl L 80l 3 s (sl 5 (Bl 5 LSy (ol jef add)
BalainsD dagus 1) gall i) oS35 1 53l jualinl) (5 g8 dpnpalal) 4 5l 5 ASalipall 3oL}l 5 drgadally
o2 adii Jial e Ayl Ll 555 DA (e S LY g Bany Lae ¢ Sl Lia il dgudl
L daals dalal) daall A1 duaddie 4008 5 510K Lol apaiaill pia o1 1 8 Lac o 2l
Aaadiall il Slaodl) 8 ol (e Sl
Cluasill 2.6
ORI g (o Jlarall Gpudigall 5 (rpaaiaall
Eua ¢ (Visual Connection)s xSl 381 5l 5 dasl sl) Zasdal) ¥ 45616V elac) ]
(§2 (ot (5 Al ainll 138 IS
(Dynamic Light & 3 _siall daaplall 3eLia¥) g dadaliiall 45 4¢3l rand ) 8 aanad 2
Natural Ventilation).
osdl) 3" (Refuge & Prospect) s AbUa) ae uslall "lala Uiy 5 s 3
Aaly ol Szl s glaYb
OV 5 A guand) JIKEY) e 38 5l ae dlnliat) (ST e dlaall dgelal) o) gall alasin) 4
Al )
£ (Copmdigeal) AR5 ccnibpalal) (LS 3513 9) LI g linal
& dadaliiall 4 5l g Aumndall 3eloadl oY) aad) cilllata Cpacad 8 WY 5 ) 5y i ]
) Al il jialS S el il )
S A pa s e gl mealll jualic maxi Sl Sl o jLiall bl ai 2
; e i OO
«EY) i 3alelS) iaddie AT agiSlue (i 48K Jga Gl de ¢ Bl (33U} 3
(Al ol alascin) édlied) Aga Adas LS ddl|
Aal )l Mas) ac Al L 8 Aaladl sl 5 )yl apanaill G day 53 Al clal jall paaiis 4
Ay e

rsiical) 8 Cfalyll

ot daall e Lgﬁ;l\ M\ BTN )3\ oeladl (Longitudina]) Aghalul el a1
) B GLEY ¢ caranaill Jadil) a5 U8

(omlal a5 s PSQI (ibiie aladinly asill 325a o onll mpaaill i 4l 2 2
Ao ol sl LYY alasany

Aty cpa Ul ¢g o mdl GLESY) (o ja g ) LSS Al Gl e dingiall Gudai 3
' Taloal Y1 el 8 apanaill i )

g il &l 3ailal) Bl s il Al Jand) il 8 4alisl) e 6 gall apanaill jil apis 4
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