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Abstract

The jurists of the Islamic Maghreb societies maintained close ties with one another,
yet their interactions with the ruling authorities took on various forms—ranging from
opposition to outright hostility. This dynamic was clearly evident as early as the
Aghlabid era (184—-296 AH / 800-909 CE); many Aghlabid-era jurists did not readily
accept their rulers and were often harsh in their counsel. For their part, the rulers held
these jurists in awe and sought to avoid direct confrontation with them, fearing the
impact such conflict might have on the populace. Juridical opposition—specifically
from the Maliki school—to the ruling authorities in the Maghreb reached a peak of
intensity against the Fatimid state (296—-362 AH / 909-972 CE). Conversely, there
existed other facets to the relationship between jurists and the state ...with rulers—a
relationship that was amicable and cooperative in nature, grounded in the principle
of "enjoining good and forbidding evil." Jurists took it upon themselves to enlighten
and guide rulers, directing them to act in accordance with the teachings of Islam and
the dictates of Sharia, thereby fostering the stability of these states. To advance this
endeavor, jurists authored works specifically addressed to their rulers. A prominent
figure who adopted this approach during the later period of the Islamic Maghreb was
the jurist Muhammad ibn Abd al-Karim al-Maghili (d. 909 AH/1503 CE), notably
through his book *Taj al-Din fima Yajibu 'ala al-Muluk wa-al-Salatin* (The Crown of
Religion: On the Duties of Kings and Sultans). It is to elucidate this type of relationship
that the present study is titled "The Relationship Between Jurists and Authority in the
Islamic Maghreb This study examines the nature of the relationship between the jurist
and the ruling authority—using the jurist Muhammad bin Abd al-Karim al-Maghili and
his book *Taj al-Din fima Yajibu 'ala al-Muluk wa al-Salatin* (The Crown of Religion
Regarding the Obligations of Kings and Sultans) as a case study. It explores the
principles underpinning this relationship and the key areas in which the jurist offered
his teachings and counsel to those in power. Setting aside the book's original chapter
structure, the study categorizes these aspects as follows: First, the political system,
comprising the qualities of the ruler, the pillars of governance and the royal
entourage, and the ruler's oversight of state affairs; Second, the judicial system,
divided into the psychological state of litigants, litigation procedures, and types of
cases; and Third, the financial system, encompassing the revenues of the public

."..treasury (*Bayt al-Mal*) and the allocation of funds
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