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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the nature of relations among Libyan tribes and their impact on
social and political coexistence during the Ottoman period and the Italian occupation. It examines
the characteristics of the tribal structure and patterns of cooperation, alliance, competition,
mediation, and reconciliation. The study adopts the historical-analytical method, supported by the
descriptive method in presenting events and phenomena. The findings reveal that the tribe
represented a fundamental component of Libya’s social and political structure and that the
flexibility of tribal relations contributed to expanding networks of intermarriage, neighborhood
ties, and shared interests. Relations between the tribes and the Ottoman authorities varied between
cooperation, confrontation, and settlement, while the Italian occupation strengthened forms of
solidarity, alliance, and resistance despite persistent local differences. The study concludes that
tribal relations were not merely a source of conflict but also contributed significantly to social
cohesion, stability, and adaptation to political transformations.

Keywords: Libyan Tribes, Tribal Relations, Social Coexistence, Political Coexistence,
Ottoman Period, Italian Occupation.
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