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Abstract
The comparative study between Classical Arabic and the colloquial Libyan dialect, which |
conducted on the phenomenon of substitution by tracing its occurrences in both linguistic
varieties through a descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach, showed that the Libyan
dialect agrees with Classical Arabic in the cause of substitution, which lies in the pursuit of
ease, smooth phonetic flow, and economy of effort. It also showed that the Libyan dialect is
deeply rooted in its phonetic structure and generally preserves the phonological rules and

principles of Arabic without deviating from them. It moves between morphological analogy
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and transmitted Arabic usage, without always adhering strictly to either the inherited
analogical or transmitted patterns. What was analogical in Classical Arabic may appear as
transmitted usage in the Libyan dialect, while what was transmitted usage may sometimes
become analogical and regular, due to the stability of such usage in Libyan speech.
Contrary to what might be expected, the study revealed that several forms previously
assumed to be purely dialectal substitutions specific to the Libyan dialect and absent from
Classical Arabic—such as replacing gaf with the Cairene /g/, as in &g/ from qga/ replacing
tha’ with ta’, as in falata from thalatha, replacing the fatha of a doubled consonant with kasra,
as in niraffrom naraf, replacing the initial damma in diminutive nouns with kasra, as in gifim
from qulaym;, and replacing lam with mim, as in imbarih from a/-barih, among other examples
discussed in their relevant sections—are in fact inherited from Classical Arabic and its
dialects, rather than being modern dialectal innovations. This strengthens the view of the
deep authenticity of the Libyan dialect.
Keywords: substitution, Classical Arabic, Libyan dialect, analogical, irregular.
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